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(Im) Material Art
International Project organized by the Art Association ConcentArt e. V. in Kreuzberg 
 

     Duration: 14th November – 4th February
     Opening Hours: Wed-Fri 14-19, Sat 12-16 hrs 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

ConcentArt e.V. has invited sixteen  international artists and artists’ groups to participate in its second exhibition under the heading of “(Im) Material Art,” providing a forum and encouraging debate on the evergreen topic of art and the ambivalence of its standing. The participating protagonists and creators of artworks approach this topic from widely divergent viewpoints, arriving at very different, provocative, ironic, or critical results. The exhibition’s primary focus is the material characterization of art – both literal and figurative—through the exploration of its objectivity and permanence. as well as its commercialisation, possession, its exhibition, concealment or destruction. 

Currently, about 20 billion dollars are invested each year in art, and this figure is on the increase. Banks, enterprises, and collectors have discovered art as an image-enhancing factor, which has also long since been exploited for off-charging taxes or providing a safe haven for investment. The difference between “Collecting based on Passion” and speculative acquisition is debated on the fringes of art exhibitions and special conferences—as is the relevance of art prices as a gauge for the „real artistic significance“ of artworks. The exhibition “(Im) Material Art“ presents seventeen different artistic responses to these issues, reflecting a wide spectrum of approaches to the seemingly unfathomable and currently much-debated problem of art as a commodity.
„The participating artists and artists’ groups present themselves as interpreters of an existing reality, presentable in photography, videos, posters, multiples, performances, sculpture and (media) installations, as a sample or an enactment.. (...)
In his essay on the exhibition, the art historian and philosopher Slavko Kacunko writes: ”The exhibition provides a pleasantly pictorial yet also critical variation on a theme that will doubtless continue to engage our attention over the coming years. It does not attempt to bolster the constructability of perception and knowledge with a utilitarian anthropo-centralism, functionalism, or pragmatism. Instead; it takes a stand against the covertly idealistic attempt to disregard the economic and ecological foundations of ideal and material production and reproduction;“ Kacunko also takes up the dialectic debate over art as a commodity versus the perfection of „true“ art, but without taking issue with the notion of a consume-oriented society and its claim to veracity. ‚True’ art and art as a commodity appear linked to one another in a playful alliance full of serious intent, statement and significance and yet still negotiable and calculable, albeit only through the rear-view window.“ (S. Kacunko)  

The art association ConcentArt e.V. aims to encourage debate and discussion of the topics engendered through its exhibitions and their bearing on and relevance for social values and concomitant moral issues..
Unlike other more traditional and commercially-oriented exhibition groups, ConcentArt e.V. insists upon project-linked work whose international context is guaranteed by the participants. The exhibitions that it sets up focus on terms that have been taken from the collective consciousness to be examined and discussed by the participants. 
 
 

Participating Artists: 

Georgi Begun (Germany), Barbara Caveng (Switzerland)
Michel Couturier (Belgium), Heiko Daxl (Germany),
Alexandra Dementieva (Belgium), Democracia (Spain), 
Chus Garcia-Fraile (Spain), Sabine Kacunko (Germany), 
Victor Kegli (Germany), Shahar Markus (Israel), Jung Me (Korea)
Eugenio Merino (Spanien), PSJM (Spanien)
A. Schulgin, A. Chernyshev (Russia), Monika Weiss (USA) 
 
 
 

Further information and press photos provided upon request.
